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CLINTON ar ee ach WOOD COUNCIL 
anley Aven 
Newark 8 New Jersey 


February 13, 1960 


CITIZEN PARTICIPATION IN THE URBAN RENEWAL PROJECT 


To: All Council leaders, 
From; Stanley B. Winters, president. 


l. As 

has become Increasingly concerned about the role it will 

the Lower Clinton Hill Urban Renewal Project. The Pl aE: 

activities and program an from e ey 1956 onward were a ke 
ès Rehabilitation 

Area in the first sph But ve the past year, and especially in 

the past few months, it seemed as if all the planning and key de= 

cisions were being made, and would a, to be made, without 

Council (or community) participation 


ou know, in the past three or four months the pea a 
lay i 


h decisions would enuie the png a of ie 
space in the renewal area (such as the big 
which our actions saved for nie notghbosheod) ; Shee des tape OE Ster 
dividers to implement ongway traf: ffio; the timetable ae = por 
contruction; tiie tempo of i pairs 
which such inspections reveal as necessary, and other Mona: 


2o Council leaders made cheir concern through corres= 
pontionce ‘with key planning cea on City Hall, and several eke 
ings were held at whieh time (last Decenber and a nua: 

— 


we pre 
ning H izon- parti= 


5) seoing that important hrc ge age ni 
Hill Council be, where possi in writing to the Council preside 
ent or secretary to avoid i od emer a erroneous Seere: 
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3 To rated the following actions and agreements have been 
reached on tie above proposals: 1) Some sort of liaison committee 
will meet in tue Se two weeks. Who will be on it and what its 


powers will be are not kn orig oe Pa yet, but invi tati 

issued, ee by the N 2) There will be m area-wide 

meeting open to ail Clinton Hill residents at Clinton Place JHS 

on Tokios by 25, Th ursday evening, 8 pom., and you are all aan to 
t 


attendo The ‘Shan Pena plan will be Avacusded tam. 3) Bidkg- 


20 


branches will meet with project pee EE) if the desire,after easel 
will hola an init iat and “long 
i Ja. 


elayed eting with the Field Di peg Mr. rt Berge 
a) develop the st ns o ringing ojec o the branchesand 
( le ng the scope of |r. Bergen's responsibiliti If your block 
is interested in such a m g in late r after, pleasc call 
rs. Geyer,Council secretary (BI @-2652) and give the date, place,and 
our of your meeting fficial can be esent, you will be 
tified, else month following will be designated. 4) The Council 
will receive from the NCNCR and the Centra anning Board tho: 
nhtes which concern our neighborhood. Reports on the minutes will be 
e at Assembly an lockLleaders Co t ings, else thro 
the oi ews Te Co ations between the NCNCR and the 


Council are now being made in writing, although as occasion requires 
other means will be used. 
The Council's Advisory Board (Mr. RRAN pronn ee x Walter 
). has asked the NCNCR = consider the Fae ment of a 
e NCNCR. This matter is now aad er 
deration by the eee The Advisory Board ant pale net on Fob. ohh 
when Fayor Carlin will be guest oa discuss Urban Renewal, This meting 
is bP invitation because of limited space, but a full report will be 


5. I am citing below the most important passages of a letter which 
F received m recently from Mr. David Walker ee ge oner ofthe Urban Reo 
D.Q. Í had written to Mr. Walker 
caves for a full explanation of the f i "citizen particip maor 
Here are the important parts of his reply: 


J February 9, 1960 


Dear Mr., Winters: 


The role of community organization begins with the involvement of the 
citizenry at the earliest stage of planning and development of a program 
of rehabilitation and conservation, Effective mobilization of citizen 
participation is essential to successful neighborhood’ conservation, ese 
Several cities have effectively involved citizens in the der a and 
the carrying out of a asin blight prevention 
. n groups can parn st effective in Sete ne 
city-wide awareness, unde rtm “es nding and support for these programs, nee 
to coordinate the many activities snvo1ved, ape providing arios and 
eth pera on resolving specific question: 
o our knowledge there has been no injunction aratan the creation 


T 

of a citizenegovernmental liaison committee to take an active role 

in the planning process, the execution of sg Berns pa the orientation 
n: 


tare dane on The Tha tig of this element is... "community-wide 
of ihdividuals = representative citizens 
e communit 


participation on 
organizations which will help to ete oth in y 


ly and in selected areas, ontinued next pag 


a 


the understanding and support which is necessary to insure 
sorayas S." 


Citizen pererce pattan is not limited to howe covers a tide but goes 
e 


beyond overs a wii range 
of Ee s which are essential to pE TE shee and im 
better pine pd onl and better co: PEART On of 


developing of better neighborhoods, “hich are competitive vith 
other city neighborhoods as good places to live, work, and rear 
famili 


Thè Urban Renewal Progran is administored on a regional basis, 
We oped that you. corre with Mr, Chester H. Knowles 
Housing and Home Finance Agency administrator of Region II "Room 
101 fe’ Widener Building, chestnut and Juniper Street, Ph: Philadel- 
7 » Pennsylvania, New Jersey is located in the Region II 


tt we can be of assistance with further information, we shall be 
happy to hear from you. 


Sincerely yours, 


David 
Urban pant Commissioner 


6. I hope that you will keep this letter from liT, Walker 
in mind in all meetings, both with Clinton Hill Council nembers 
and with city EEE: It is the main authority we can secure 

ñ s vita 


z 
one will bo oncouraged to raise questions about their own problems 
and to participate more fully in the work of our Council. 


In closing, my I state how vital this tchole —, is for 
= area? ere won't be another one for us for a long 

» because if this works out, then onar a areas oF a oity 
will mee such a program next. Therefore, we have to insure that 
thia plan is the best — one To w, that it is honestly 


On let 
alert, keep informed, speak neg tiok together, and buila 
stronger ee iS Hill Neighbor hopa O ounotl, 


